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Constitution of India

Preamble
nto a SOVEREIGN,

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitu.tt.e India i
SOCIALIST, SECULAR, DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens:-

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all .
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation; .
IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

Fundamental Rights
General

Article 14. Equality before law

The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws
within the territory of India. Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or

place of birth.

Article 15. Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth

(1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex,

place of birth or any of them.

(2) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them, be
subject to any disability, liability, restriction or condition with regard to-

(a) access to shops, public restaurants, hotels and palaces of public entertainment; or

(b) the use of wells, tanks, bathing ghats, roads and places of public resort maintained
wholly or partly out of State funds or dedicated to the use of the general public.

(3) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any special provision for women and
children.
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o in this article or i
(4) Nothing In clause (2) of Article 29 shall prevent the State from making any

ial provision for the advancement of i
(pecia of any sociall ation: iti
or for the scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribevs e

article 16 Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment

hall be equality of o : ;
(1) There S pportunity for all citizens in matters relatin
: to employment or
appointment to any office under the State. e pioy

(2) No citizen Sha"j on %munds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or
any of them, be ineligible for, or discriminated against in respect or, any employment or office
under the State.

(3) Nothing in this article shall prevent Parliament from making any law prescribing, in regard to 2
class or classes of employment or appointment to an office under the Government of, or any local
or other authority within, a State or Union territory, any requirement as to residence within that
state or Union territory] prior to such employment or appointment.

(4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any provision for the reservation of
appointments or posts in favor of any backward class of citizens which, in the opinion of the State,
is not adequately represented in the services under the State.

(5) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of any law which provides that the incumbent of
an office in connection with the affairs of any religious or denominational institution or any
member of the governing body thereof shall be a person professing a particular religion or

belonging to a particular denomination.
Right to Freedom

Article 21. Protection of life and personal liberty

No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established

by law,

Right against Exploitation
Article 23. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labor.-

(1) Traffic in human beings and beggar and other similar forms of forced labor are prohibited and
any COntravention Of th!S pr0V|5|0n Sha“ be an Offence pur“Shable In aCCOI’danCE WIth Iaw,
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(2) Nothing in thi i
g in this article shall prevent the State from imposing compulsory service for public

Purpose, and in i i i
: MPposing such service the State shall not make any discrimination on grounds only

of religion, race, caste or class or any of them.
Directive Principles of State Policy
Arti .
rticle 38. State to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of the people

(1) The State shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and protecting as
effectively as it may a social order in which justice, social, economic and political, shall inform all the

institutions of the national life.

(2) The State shall, in particular, strive to minimize the inequalities in income, and endeavor to
eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not only amongst individuals but also

amongst groups of people residing in different areas or engaged in different vocations.

Article 39. Certain principles of policy to be followed by the State

The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing-

(a) that the citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate means to livelihood;

(b) that the ownership and control of the material resources of the community are so distributed as
best to sub serve the common good;

(c) that the operation of the economic system does not result in the concentration of wealth and
means of production to the common detriment;

(d) that there is equal pay for equal work for both men and women;

(e) that the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children are
not abused and that citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to

their age or strength;

(f) that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in
conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth are protected against exploitation

and against moral and material abandonment.

Article 42. Provision for just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief
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state shall make p . .
Thf f provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and for maternity
reliel-

Article 44. Uniform civil code for the citizens

tate shall end .
Th; St eavor to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the territory of
Inaia.

Article 46. Promotion of educational and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and other weaker sections

The .State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker
sections of the people, and, in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and the scheduled Tribes, and
shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.

fundamental Duties
Article 51A. Fundamental duties

(e) to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India
transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices
derogatory to the dignity of women;

The Panchayats
Article 243D. Reservation of seats
(1) Seats shall be reserved for—

(a) the scheduled Castes; and

(b) the Sched uled Tribes, in every panchayat and the number of seats so reserved shall bear,
as nearly as may be, the same proportion to the, total number of seats to be filled by direct
election in that Panchayat as the population of the scheduled Castes in that Panchayat area
or of the Scheduled Tribes in that Panchayat area bears to the total population of that area
and such seats may be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Panchayat.

(2) Not less than one-third of the total number of seats reserved under clause (1) shall be reserved

for women belonging, to the scheduled Castes or, as the case may be, the Scheduled Tribes.
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(3) Not less than one-third (including the number of scats reserved for women belonging to the

Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of seats to be filled by direct
election in every Panchayat shall be reserved for women and such seats may be allotted by rotation

to different constituencies in a Panchayat.

(4) The offices of the Chairpersons in the Panchayats at the village or any other level shall be

reserved for the Scheduled Castes the Scheduled Tribes and women in such manner as the

Legislature of a State may, by law, provide:

Provided that the number of offices of Chairpersons reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes in the Panchayats at each level in any State shall bear, as nearly as may be, the
same proportion to the total number of such offices in the Panchayats at each level as the
population of the Scheduled Castes in the State or of the Scheduled Tribes in the State bears to the

total population of the State:

Provided further that not less than one-third of the total number of offices of Chairpersons in the

Panchayats at each level shall be reserved for women:

Provided also that the number of offices reserved under this clause shall be allotted by rotation to

different Panchayats at each level.

(5) The reservation of seats under clauses (1) and (2) and the reservation of offices of Chairpersons
(other than the reservation for women) under clause (4) shall cease to have effect on the expiration

of the period specified in article 334 .

(6) Nothing in this Part shall prevent the Legislature of a State from making any provision for
reservation of seats in any Panchayat or offices of Chairpersons in the Panchayats at any level in

favor of backward class of citizens.



